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SOLb' BY 


JOHN KEHEW, 


AT HIS 


illlilt li 


TIB 



No. 69 NORTH WATER STREET, 

HE'S? ©S®¥®8®. , _ " 

Where may be had, on reasonable terms, ai Wholesale 
and Retail, warranted Sextants, Octants, Quadrants, Barometers, 
Thermometers, Oleometers, Hydrometers, Telescopes, Mast-Head 
and Common Spy-Glasses, Boat, Pocket, Mast-Head, Cabin 
Transparent and Binnacle Compasses of all kinds, One Honr, 

Half do., and Log Glasses; Gunter Scales; Parallel Rules; Horn 

Semicircles; Dividers; &c., &c., &c. 

Also, Horsburgh’s East India Directory; Bowditch’s Navigator; 

Ship Master’s Assistant; American Ship Master’s Guide; Blunt’s 
Coast Pilot; Seaman’s Friend; Taylor’s, Thompson’s, Ward’s, 
Turner’s, and Lyon’s Lunar Tables; Sheet Anchor; Hedge An¬ 
chor; Nautical Almanacs ; as far as published ; Log Books, Sea¬ 
man’s Journals; Ship’s Account Books; Log Slates, Paper, Ink, and 
all kinds of Nautical Stationery, &c. 


Also, constantly on hand, the latest and best Charts, 
both English and American, that are published, and we 
belive our assortment of Whalemen’s Charts to be as com¬ 
plete as can be found any where. 

J. K. being a practical workman, will attend personally 

to the Repairing and Adjusting of Sextants, Octants, 
Quadrants, Spy-Glasses, Barometers, Compasses, &c., and 
will warrant his work and adjustments to give perfect satis¬ 
faction. 

Purchasers of Instruments may depend upon their 
being accurately adjusted, and in perfect order in every 

respect. 
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LOG of the COMMODORE MORRIS 
Type: SHIP 

Dates: Dec.5> 1853 - set sail from Woodsville; passed Nobsqua 

Light in a snow storm 

Dec. 31» 1857 - end of log - bound toward South Cape (NZ) 
Master: Lewis H. Lawrence 

Purpose of voyage: Sperm whaling in the South Pacific 








1854 

Jan. 11 sighted Cape St. Rogue (NE tip of Brazil) 

Feb. 15 entered A the Straits of LeMaire 

19 around the Horn and cruising up coast of Chile 
March 30 sighted island of Juan Fernandez (W of Santiago,Chile) 

April cruised west to the Marquesas; sighted many small islands; 
traded powder # and flints for hogs, cocoanuts; built a 
PigP n oar , ^est to the Society islands. 

May 14 at anchor in Tahiti about a month for painting and 
repairs. Some crew deserted; 7 in jail 
June, late headed north cruising for whales 

July cruising the "Line" islands -Christmas, Jarvis, Birnie's and others 
Aug " west to the Phoenix group - Enderbury, New Nantucket mentioned 
Sept, cruising on the Line - Byron’s, Borah (?), Elizabeth Is. 

Oct. touched at Robert I. c • / 




2VW 


Nov. Fassetts, Weilers, Home, Farewell Is. 

Dec. heading SE and S. Mentioned Round, Humbers, and Friendly 
islands (now Tonga). 

24-26 at Onotiforo I. where there was a missionary church. 
King and 2 natives came aboard with tapir cloth prints. 


mu 

Jan., Feb., March cruising for whales, S and then NE. 

Mentioned Howe, Ashforth, Goat, Sunday Is. Curtis Rock 

and French Rock. Headed to the Society Is. Many other whalers. 

April 9 sighted Tahiti 

May in and around Tahiti. In Emco Harbor. Boarded schooner 
Pilgrim of Edgartown and left letters. 

June heading N, passed Caroline I. 

July, Aug., Sept. cruising on and about the "Line". Mentioned 
Mary's, Province, and Byron's Is. Traded with the natives 
and took on 3 men. 

Oct. cruising S of Hope I. Many whalers in area; frequent 
exchange visits with other captains and their ladies. 

Nov.p Dec. cruising generally S. Sighted Humber's I., Totuma, 
Macaulay's, Goat, and Sunday Is. 

Dec. 23 off West End of New Zealand, headed fW for "Middle Ground." 



II 


COMMODORE MORRIS 

1856 

Jan. 18 sighted 3 Kings off NW tip of New Zealand 
Jan, Feb. in and around the Bay of Islands 
Changed mates. Boatswain missing 
mentioned Tompechini Point Cape Bren 
March 25 at Rusatorogo (?) got supplies 

April, May whaling 

June 10 at Sidney island (Australia?) 

21 the cook, Frank Burton died and buried; many others sick. 

July cruising among small islands 

July 22 Rotomua, Rotch's I. 

July 31 left area bound north 

Aug . successful whaling 
22 Woodell's I. 

31 Beating to the Line 

Sept. Byron's I, Rotchs' I., Hope I. 

Oct. ashore for coconuts, pigs, poultry 

Nov. Repello I., Burning I. 

had native visitors; traded for bananas and pineapples 

Dec. Janisville I., Pilenius I. (capt. and lady ashore) 

19 again off 3Kings, New Zealand 
31 Goat Island, Sunday I. 

I8i2 

Jan., Feb. March in area of New Zealand - Curtis Rocks, Goat I., 

Sunday I. French Rock, North Cape, and 4 Knights (rocks) 

April 1 alongside the "America"; exchanged provisions 

17 in Bay of Islands 
25 out in Bay, bound N. 

May Bound NE, sighted Goat and Sunday Is. 

18 1st whale in 9 mos.I 

June 8 steering N found uncharted I Lat 120"7S : Long 174"51W 

14 saw Pillslants I. Oneofon named it "Morris Sinclair Shoal" 

22 Bound to the "Line" 

25 altercation and stabbing incident; attacker put in irons 

July 3 Cruising off the Phoenix Group 
10 On and about the line 
17 boat leaking some and on the increase 
Aug cruising on the Line - leak continuing 

15 Pasoti I. for trading 

bound to Strong's I. to repair leak 
Sept. 7 made Strong's I. hauling ship to repair leak 

15 hove down - 2 planks 6' long eaten by worms; also bow 
in bad shape, carpenters at work for rest of month 
2 missionaries residing on Strong's I. Missionary Brig, 

"Star of Boston" in port with supplies. 



COMMODORE MORRIS 
1857 cont. 

Oct. 4 sailed from Strong's I. bound for Sidney (Aust.) 

18 off Pleasant I. 

25 Volcano I. 

30 and ff. bound S for Norfolk I. 

Nov. 14 Laying off Norfolk I. - on to Sydney 
28 at Sidney 

delivered hides and tallow to Boat W. Bagley(?) 
crew ashore, "great doings today - boat racing." 

Dec. 3 into the slip for survey, carpentry repairs, and painting 
took on supplies of water, bread, flour, etc. 
delivered sperm oil 
discharges and hiring of men 

Dec. 20 raised anchor and out to the whaling grounds. 

25 Bound to S. Cape (N.Z.) 

31 end of log 


As in most handwritten logs, deciphering place names is difficult 

This log is distinctive in the numerous sketches in pen and ink 
of the various vessels encountered on the journey. There 
seems to be an attempt at accuracy in illustrating the vessel 
rig and distinguishing characteristics. 

Therevarealso rough sketches of the contours of some of 
the islands the ship passed. 

This log, more than others, seems to dwell in detail on the 
replenishing of supplies, trading with natives, etc. 

Also in detail the trials of the captain in dealing with 
the crew - insubordination, drunkenness when allowed ashore, 
desertion - sometimes by swimming,- difficulties in finding 
replacements, etc. No doubt intended as a full report to the 

owners. 
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